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New Words That Ring False
i By MARTHA McCUttOCH-WILLIAM- S.

is unlucky' to have so fine a feelingIT for words Uiat' tho mishandling or
miscoinage thereof sets your temper's
teeth on edgo I am no pnrist merely a
plain blunt person, loving .English undc-file- d,

henco ready and willing to raiso
my voico in protest against defilements.
Jdany of them are so puzzling, not to say
recondite, it would require a bureau of
scientific word research to discover-thc- ir

reason for being. .

Is it a microbe or simply a brain mag-
got that afflicts us with motivate tho
which, it is a safo bet, you will find in
moro than Half the current screeds dealing
with books or play3 or even short stories.
Indeed tho wordling i3 fairly epidemic
.Whosoever started it deserves ill of the
reading public

Tou gather from the context that it is
an idiotic corruption of tho noun motive

its original coiner doubtless felt that he
was putting a new and artless frill

making nouns over into
verbs, or even participles, is chancy busi-

ness. Motived, once seen, was bad enough.
But motivate ugh !

Then thero is' intrigued another good
noun gono wrong. I know tho word is
also an active verb with a descriptivo
tang; but why, in the name of the prophet,
wrest it violently from its proper sense
either as noun or verb to give it a silly
significance wholly foreign to its rightful
one? I wonder what Great Personage
eaw it first, and by force of example mado
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were lined upTHEY frontier wait-
ing for the barrier to

drop'that they might rush
in and choose their
homes.

Americans everyone
of them crowding in
that anxious army real-
ized that the only un-

peopled stretch of habit-
able country in all the
nation lay ahead of them.
With 'a wild rush they
cross the Oklahoma bor-
der into "the promised
land" only to combat
with "sooners," intrigue
and politics. Price $1.50.
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it tho fashion. Story folk aro most plen-

tifully intrigued now by a smile, now by
a sunset; again by a hint of scandal or a
presago of calamity. To date, though, I
have- - crossed nobody in booklandnitnued
by tho shop worn wiles of the German spy.

Tho usago is possibly a transplantation
from tho Gallic then all tho moro out of
place in our own tongue I I am not in-

hospitable to new words for which thero
is room and need. But verbal crazy quilts
offend my car.

A man who know better, tho lata E. 0.
Stcdman, tried out even a worse coinago
than motivate, in writing of Cuba during
ono of her periodic revolutions as "Our
virginhed sister," which appears to bo s

cut abovo even poetic license. Virginuo
must mean, if anything, to make virgin.
How tho miracle could be wrought was
boyond my poor comprehension yet
when I asked for light on tho point tho

answer was a shrug and: "I wrote the
verses so long ago I had forgotten doing
them."

Tho 6ex implication is "Gey ill to deal
wi' " witness this quotation from a Bos-

ton bred authoress, regarding feminino

athletics: "What would our great grand-
mothers say if they saw tho race of
New Women they had begotten?" (Italics
mine.)

Thero should bo a verbal barrier for
schooling sporting writers. It might pos-

sibly tench them several things as that
there aro at least nino ways of stating
things horsey insteady of the two or three
they so sadly overwork. Also and further,
that after a colt is in tho stud book, duly
and authoritatively christened, courtesy
and grammar equally demand that tho

animal, once its name has been mentioned,
is properly entitled to icho, not whiclt.
To say: "Iran o War which &c," is
about equal to saying "King George,
which spoke," or: "Gen. Pershing, which
led tho parade." When I seo it in print
throughout the season memory harks back
to a truly rural region whose inhabitants
invariably answer "Which" to any per-

sonal interrogation. Whether they know
not who and what or regard them a3 too
fine for use, I cannot take it upon mo to

say. "Tho colt which won" is a perfectly
good locution, but spare us such things
as: "Exterminator, which beat Billy
Kelly."

Remember, a named racer is personified,
henco entitled to who, tho same as a
king or a general.

There are threo ways of setting forth a
racer's breedings two right, ono clumsily
wrong. Just now tho wrong way is all

the fashion!" Witness tins, which may bo
duplicated in any sporting column:
"Mudlark, by Skylark and Mud lien"
which should read either Mudlark by
Skylark out of Mud Hen, or preferably
Mudlark the Skylark-Mu- d Hen colt,

Tho last is briefer, therefore better. Few
words and much telling is a golden rule
if you aro not out to kill space 1

But why gird at tho sport writers when

here is Yale's professor of English litera-
ture letting himself speak of critics as
"hunting in couples." If he will borrow
tho languago of tho hunting field, ho
should not mishandlo uld know
that couple in tlii3 phrase never takes a
plural. It is properly a kennel phrase.
Hounds are trained to hunt in couple so
that when tho leader nips tho quarry
wolf, bear, boar or bull his couple mate
will bo at Ins shoulder, eagerly ready for
a stronger, deadlier hold. The light
couple chains run from ono collar to an-

other. Fox hounds rarely run in actual
couple, though trained to do it, partly to
keep young dogs from "running riot,"
that is to say going off on hare scent from
tho true trail. But packs aro reckoned in
couple one, two, ten or twenty, with
novcr an 5. Used in tbis sense, couple
ranks with deer, sheep, swine or kino.

I dare not even glance across the
morasses of dialect such jack 0' lanterns
dance through pages. Some good
day, space and strength permitting, I may
say a few things about that uneasy sub-

ject, and its circumscribing complement,
local color. But they do not belong here,
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European Conflict,

written by Col. de Chambrun and CapL
D. Marenches, has been announced.

said to John Drinkwatcr
SHAW not apropos of tho lattcrs
Abraham Lincoln "Sometimes wo find a
play which is both a masterpieco and a
potboiler." Which nobody can deny es-

pecially not after reading Plays Tlcasant
and Unpleasant.
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LITTLE HOUSES By George Woden $130
The Detroit Free Press calls it "a kindly, comprehending tale, whoso characters
aro humanly real and sometimes quaintly wiso and humorous. ... Its
maturity of Btylo and grasp of tho reactions of character aro unusual.""

THE! BETRAYERS By Hamilton Drammond $130
The New Yorl Tribune says: "FrcdericK H.'a quarrel with Pope Innocent IV.
is tho background against which Mr. Drummond . . . . weaves-- tale
that brings to lifo again tho splendid, scarlet, crafty Cardinal Montclcgno,

. . even that enigma, Peter do Vinea, plotting to kill Frederick to save
him from damnation . . . the council at Lyons, tho massacre in the
Cathedral at Turin." By the samo author is

GREATER THAN THE GREATEST $U5
HAMILTON DRUMMOND describes not merely men and women whoso
lives were shaped by the great events of thoir time, but the great events
themselves and the leaders whoso conflicts made history.

THE MAN WITH THE LAMP By Janet Laing $130
The Boston Transcript declares that Miss Laing's people "are the stuff of which
life is so often, and stories, alas, so seldom, made."

THE STREET OF ADVENTURE By Philip Gibbs $130
The Philadelphia Press calls it: "Ono of the finest transcripts from lifo fa tho
great fascinating mill of newspaper manufacture that has been written."

THE HOMESTEAD By Zephine $130
The Pictorial Review praises it as Sincere in its effort to depict the emotional
reactions of awoman who is fighting for mcro than her life, for the soul within
her that has a right to breathe and expand."

SILVER AND GOLD By Dane Coolidge $135
v The San Francisco Chronicle says: "Dane Coolidge, being a

frontiersman, knows lus ground with a thoroughness approached by very few
novelists of the West . . . a rattling story and as good as a movie melo-
drama any evening."

THE SON OF PIO By C. L. Carlsen $1J5
The Chicago Herald thinks it: "Ono of the most colorful, readable, likable
books of recent times ... the sort of book you like to have on your
shelves to offer to tho friend who is looking for something good to read."

THE CRESCENT MOON By F. Brett Young $IJ5
Eoerybody't Magazine says: "It gives you a pleasant, creepy feeling . . .
Tho book stands out among the year's romance, because fa it there beats so
strongly the inscrutable heart of Africa."

THE GAMESTERS By H.C.Bailey $1.75
The New York Times calls it "a gay tale of adventure rather a tale of many
adventures, of tho maddest kind. . . . Through it all Eve remains as
lovely as she is daring." By the same author is

THE HIGHWAYMAN C. Bailey $1.75
As gallant and swinging a tale of conspiracies, partings, renunciations and love
triumphant as any seeker of romance could desire.

THE LITTLE DAUGHTER OF JERUSALEM $130
By Myriam Hany. Introduction by Jules Lemaltre

RusseUGore writes: "A book of subtle fragrance, of intangible charm; . . .
a book without plot complication that yet tells a wonderfully rich story of an
exotic childhood; a record of emotion, of imagination, of adventure, and
of strange experiences. Frankly, it is one of the most vivid anr Interesting
books I have read in many months."

THE SONG OF THE SIRENS By Edward Lucas White
Intensely vivid stories which reflect the peculiar vigor of old Rome, the very
life of times centuries past in scenes that fairly carry a reader,away. $J)Q
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The Valley of Vision
"A for tho dreamer, tho thinker, for tho reader vrho delights

in observing the spirit of lifo in its best manifestations. Thero is
great need for such a and beautiful book in times such as these,"
says the Bookman.

Ono of longest of these stories is a vision of threo unknown days
in tho life of Jesus of Nazareth. It belongs with "The Story of Ojher
Wise which has gone the world. Another is on exquisite
story of a of the Maid of Orleans camo to a simple

Illustrated. Cloth $2.50
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fresh, clean copy of book when
required. ,. You rent books "only when
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you please. No yearly mem-
bership required. Investigate
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